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Guide for Authors
General Details for Authors
Submission

Articles may be submitted online to this journal. Editable files (e.g., Word, LaTeX) are required to
typeset your article for final publication. All correspondence, including notification of the Editor's
decision and requests for revision, is sent by e-mail. Contributions to this journal may be submitted
either online or outside the system.

Text should be typed double-spaced, in a double column using 12-point type.
Preparation
Use of word processing software

It is important that the file be saved in the native format of the word processor used. The text should
be in double-column format. Keep the layout of the text as simple as possible. Most formatting codes
will be removed and replaced on processing the article. In particular, do not use the word
processor's options to justify text or to hyphenate words. However, do use bold face, italics,
subscripts, superscripts etc. When preparing tables, if you are using a table grid, use only one grid
for each individual table and not a grid for each row. If no grid is used, use tabs, not spaces, to align
columns. The electronic text should be prepared in a way very similar to that of conventional
manuscripts.

Article structure
Appendices

If there is more than one appendix, they should be identified as A, B, etc. Formulae and equations in
appendices should be given separate numbering: Eq. (A.1), Eq. (A.2), etc.; in a subsequent appendix,
Eqg. (B.1) and so on. Similarly, for tables and figures: Table A.1; Fig. A.1, etc.

Essential title page information

Title: Concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid
abbreviations and formulae where possible.

Author names and affiliations: Please clearly indicate the given name(s) and family name(s) of each
author and check that all names are accurately spelled. You can add your name between
parentheses in your own script behind the



English transliteration. Present the authors’ affiliation addresses (where the actual work was done)
below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lower--case superscript letter immediately after the
author's name and in front of the appropriate address. Provide the full postal address of each
affiliation, including the country name and, if available, the e-mail address of each author.

Corresponding author: Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing
and publication, also post-publication. This responsibility includes answering any future queries
about Methodology and Materials. Ensure that the e-mail address is given and that contact details
are kept up to date by the corresponding author.

Affiliation address: Superscript Arabic numerals are used for such footnotes.
Abstract

Abstract (250 words maximum) should be a summary of the paper and not an introduction. Because
the abstract may be used in abstracting journals, it should be self-contained (i.e., no numerical
references) and substantive in nature, presenting concisely the objectives, methodology used, results
obtained, and their significance.

Keywords

Subject terms or keywords are required, maximum of eight. Key words referring to the special
contents of the publication, and not to its methods. The editor retains the right to change the Key
words.

Acknowledgements

Collate acknowledgements in a separate section at the end of the article before the references and do
not, therefore, include them on the title page, as a footnote to the title or otherwise. List here those
individuals who provided help during the research (e.g., providing language help, writing assistance
or proof reading the article, etc.).

Artwork

General points

Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your original artwork.
Embed the used fonts if the application provides that option.

Aim to use the following fonts in your illustrations: Arial, Courier, Times New Roman, Symbol, or
use fonts that look similar.

Number the illustrations according to their sequence in the text.
Use a logical naming convention for your artwork files.

Provide captions to illustrations separately.

Size the illustrations close to the desired dimensions of the published version.



. TIFF (or JPEG): Color or grayscale photographs (halftones), keep to a minimum of 300 dpi.

TIFF (or JPEG): Bitmapped (pure black & white pixels) line drawings, keep to a minimum of
1000 dpi. TIFF (or JPEG): Combinations bitmapped line/half-tone (color or grayscale), keep to a
minimum of 500 dpi.

Please do not:

Supply files (e.g., GIF, BMP, PICT, WPG); these typically have a low number of pixels and limited
set of colors;

Supply files that are too low in resolution;
Submit graphics that are disproportionately large for the content.
Figure captions

Ensure that each illustration has a caption. Supply captions separately, not attached to the figure.
A caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a description of the illustration.
Keep text in the illustrations themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols and abbreviations
used.

Illustrations

Size your illustrations according to the journal’s specifications for column widths. Figures are
generally reduced to either one-column width (8.8 cm) or smaller. Submit each illustration at the
final size in which you would like it to appear in the journal. Each illustration should be prepared
for 100% reproduction. *Avoid submitting illustrations containing small axes with oversized
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Gags, memes, and general silliness about Covid19 come into existence in
the social media as the world hunkers down and is threatened by the most
dangerous global health crisis in 100 years. The problem of this study is, if
humor exists in this dangerous situation, then it might come into existence
in other fields such as raising awareness and education. Consequently,
some aroused questions need be answered in this research such as what
those sayings add, their target, and their implied meanings. Moreover, the
answers of those questions will create the base to know that humor, if used
carefully, might be a fruitful mean in teaching. Pragmatically, the data,
which is an array of humorous sayings about Covid19, will be analyzed by
means of a qualitative approach of breaking Grice’s maxims (1975), and
Taxonomy of Humor Techniques launched by Juckel, Bellman and
Varan’s (2016). It is found out that great deals of the sayings are
ambiguous flouting the maxim of manner since they target sensitive
situation with its social and ethnic issues. Also, the least flouted maxim by
those sayings is relation maxim because all of them deal specifically with
Covid19. It is clear from foregoing that since sayings of Covid19 target
many diversified issues, in turn, every issue, irrespective of what it is,
might be criticized or targeted with skillful humorous utterance.
Consequently, humor could escape the domain of only entertainment to be
a mean to an end which is education.

KEYWORDS: Covid19, Grice (1975), Pragmatics, Humor, Taxonomy of Humor
Techniques
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Introduction
1.1 The Problem

Wherever there is a dilemma, there
will be humor for refreshing the
situation (Rossing ,2016). However,
humor, like beauty, is always “in the
eye of the beholder”’(LaRoche,1998).
Therefore, humor may turn into a tool
to achieve various aims other than
entertainment which, in turn, requires a
comprehensive knowledge of implied
meaning.
1.2. Aim of the Study

The main goal of this study is
finding out the message of the mass
pouring of humorous statements about
Covid19, and putting for discussion the
seriousness of humor and how useful it
could be when employed in the
appropriate place and time.
1.3.Questions of the Study
What do the humor techniques that
are mostly used about Covidl9
add?
What is the target group of that
humor?
What is the implied meaning of
humorous sayings?
1.4.The Value of the Study

Yy LYl %

Oe S dalsdl) el dpkis 1975 GalS dphs g ddglall byl o) Guaa bess GsSm
VI daaall 8 e Al JIEY) abies o) el @5l ekl 5. 2016 Guls oy Sls
Luleal) Loc Ly A yall Llcadll mns Cangiad JIsdY) oda (¥ Dl cagla¥) lase (e Cipati doadle
Y eda Y lllg AUl lae 5o ale CahaiW) 5 Jase JB) o) Sl it WS L (ageal) esiis )
lida 4l Jlaials oo dubal) oda ) s () Zlsal) o)) aie s aly g )5S sligy (3les lgalina &
O cSadl e oM Ll o3g] iyl AaalSall JIgEYlg Lladl) e ael) Caagiud 38 U< slg oY
g o sl pd s adaillS dala) 85k Crensial 131 gl L) iy (g)a) Lload dalSdl) Cangias
(S i) dalSall ,adglall L (1975) GulS ,bs )5S ey ):dnalimdy) cilalst)

Humor is a significant way for
students in learning a language and in
getting insight into it (Bell, et al 2011).

If the humor is integrated into the
most dangerous situations, then this
fact sets the stage for claiming that
humor ,when used carefully, could be a
part of curriculum and teaching
methods, especially the electronic
ones, to compensate for the defects of
e-learning.
1.5.The Limits of the Study
The study is a pragmatic one.
The data is a limited number of
sayings about Covid-19 chosen
randomly from some internet
websites.

The data will be analyzed in
accordance with only flouting
Grice’s maxims.

2.Literature Review

2.1.What is Humor?

Virtually, humor is the ability for
the production and comprehension of
laughing. Many forms are included
starting from the among-friends joke to
“the sophistication of a Shakespearean
comedy” (Walker,1998). Humor is
originated from the Latin word
“humorem” which means liquid or
fluid. Mood states are considered the
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results of the fluctuations of bodily
fluids. In accordance with the Latin
origin of ‘humor’ word indicates that
humor  escapes including only
enjoyment. Hence, in addition to
entertainment, Humor is employed in
contradictory and paradoxical
functions such as black or gallows
humor (Martin,2007). Comedy is the
fact that it is expressing the natural
shyness of the human being, mixing
with his kind, and defending himself
against paranoia, selfishness, hatred of
mankind and other disintegrating
forces within human nature
(Potts,1966). In other words, comedy
encompasses competing with the world
using a man's intelligence, strength,
and luck. It involves the provision of
insight into human existence and
understanding of life. Hence, humor is
distinguished by its existence in the
most serious issues and Gallows
humor encompasses humorous remarks
targeting frightening topics such as
pandemics and death ( Miller &
Dowell, 2018). Whether funny or
frightful subjects are concentrated on,
recent years witnessed the appearance
of various types of humor in the
community like memes, comics, stand-
up comedy, movie humors, and other
forms of laughing materials (Puri,
2019).
2.2.Taxonomy of Humor Techniques
In their work, a humor typology to
identify humor styles used in sitcoms,
n Juckel et al. (2016) propounds an
array of humor techniques which are
employed in engendering humor (
Juckel et al. ,2016). In fact, all these
techniques are similar in meaning that
differentiates between them is “neither
possible nor sensible” since they fall
into the same category (Norrick, 2001).
The techniques as modified as follows:

@ (PR P TV Zf:@

Absurdity:  when there s
illogicality in the situation.

Allusion: it indicates an
indirect reference to an implied
fact.

Caught out: when someone gets
caught while he/she is doing
something wrong.

Clumsiness: it refers to
stupidity.

Conceptual surprise. It s
surprising the audience by

making a concept that is sudden
and unexpected.

Condescension: it is the
arrogance that characterizes
someone to the inferior ones.

Deceitful behavior. It is the
truth  that is  concealed
deliberately.

Irony. It is playing with

meanings and exchanging them
when saying something to refer
to something else.

Malicious pleasure. It is getting
happiness in others’ misery.

Misunderstanding. When the
whole situations is difficult to
be understood.

Outwitting. It is when the
addressee is outsmarted by the
speaker.

Parody. When the style is
imitated funnily.

Peculiar face.
funnily.

It is grinning
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Pun. It is playing with words
and their meaning in a comic
way.

Repartee. It is narrating jokes
in a skillful dialogue.

e Repulsive behavior. It is
degrading and  aggressive
behavior.

Ridicule. It is when the speaker
makes a fool of someone and
deceives him/her.

Rigidity. It is the strictness in
someone’s behavior.

o Self-deprecation. It is the
speaker’s  shortcoming and
flaws that are concentrated on
negatively by the speaker.

e Wit. Itisa brilliant and skillful
humor (  Heidari-Shahreza,
2017).

2.3.Humor and Conversational
Implicature

In his Logic and Conversation,
Grice avers that the inception of
metaphor, irony, hyperbole, and
meiosis deployed on breaking the
maxims. Humor in jokes encompasses
a pragmatic component that employs
implicature as its tool; hence, humor is
ascribed to breaking both the linguistic
rules and the social rules. In other
words, the success of jokes is
attributed to the violation of popular
rules from which humor emerges
(Grice, 1975); hence there is solid
agreement on  considering  the
conversation implicature in relevance
to the current study.

It is illustrated that ‘all humor
includes a semantic-pragmatic process'

Yy LYl %

to include a flouting of Grice's
cooperative principle (Attardo, 2017).
The American philosopher Grice
fosters the cooperative principle which
states that the interlocutors who want
an effective conversation should make
“conversational contribution such as is
required, at the stage at which it
occurs, by the accepted purpose or
direction of the talk exchange”. The
cooperative principle, according to
Grice, requires four maxims to be
followed which are: Maxim of quantity
where: the amount of information
should be no more or less than is
asked, Maxim of quality in which the
information must be true, Maxim of
relation requires the information that
should not deviate from the original
topic, and Maxim of Manner which
demands clear unambiguous facts
(Grice, 1975).

Adhering to the four maxims is
conditioned for efficient
communication, but there is no
observance of the maxims or one of
them there will be exploitation for an
alternative meaning which is known,
according to Grice, as implicature
(Thomas ,1995), (Levinson, 2000).
The implicature is generated when the
hearer’s recognition of meaning will be
on the basis of (i) the linguistic
content of the speech, (ii) the
Cooperative Principle and its maxims,
(iii) the linguistic and non-linguistic
context, (iv) the shared background
knowledge, (v) and the shared
assumption by both the addresser and
the addressee (Grice , 1975).
Therefore, the generation of the
implicature will be done by means of
the following strategies.
2.3.1.Non-Observance of the Maxims

An implicature is a concept that is
resulted from breaking the maxims in
any of the following five ways
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A. Flouting the Maxims

Flout is the speaker’s will to make
an amplicature by breaking a maxim
on purpose and clearly without
deception

B. Violating the Maxims

Violating is the addressee's
intention to deceive the addressee
deliberately by breaking a maxim in
giving false information implied in true
ones.

C. Opting-out of the Maxims

In Opting out of a maxim, there is a
public and declared unwillingness in
the addresser’s cooperativeness

D. Infringing the Maxims

Due to linguistics differences, there
is a failure in observing a maxim
without an intention to make an
implication .

E. Suspending the Maxims

Yyl LVl A
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Because of ethical norms, this type is
not recognized as non-observance of a
maxim (Thomas, 1995).

2.4.Previous Studies

Gamage investigates humor in joke
stories from Udurawana in Sir-Lanka.
The analysis pivots on both Grice’s
(1975) maxims and Taxonomy of
Humor  Techniques launched by
Juckel, Bellman and Varan’s (2016).
The goals are utilizing humor, with its
existence in the various levels of
language, in teaching and learning the
second language. = What is clear
currently that; in the current study, the
same theoretical background s
adopted, but a new path of research;
represented by analyzing different
data, will be made. It is sensible for
assuming that there is an orientation
towards encouraging using humor in
teaching but with a different angle
(Gamage, 2019).

3. Results and Discussions

3.1. Results

Various kinds of jokes (cited by
Kelleher (2020)), their techniques, and
their implicature, are analyzed
pragmatically in the following table.

Table 1:The Analysis of Covid19 Sayings

Humor Flouting
Covid19 Sayings Tecr;nlqu Maxim Short Description
“Pizza is the main reason for Pulling the rug from under the other is
covidl9 because all  the focused on by Covid19 jokes. With the
i Absurdity . lack of evidence, this statement
patlents' are from —ltaly. Quality encompasses an indication for a
Source is Falafel shop™ peculiar fact about human being
exploiting those who are in a dilemma.
Because of the fact that China and
“We must delete two savinas: Rome are the first sources of covid19,
. | SayIngs. . the old philosophy which praised those
ask for science even in China, | Allusion | Manner g
and all roads lead o Rome” two places seems to be changed. With
‘ flouting manner maxim, this statement
indicates that nothing lasts forever.
A
i
yLN [N
\/{66}47
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In the middle of the sanitized
environment in avoidance of Covid19,
“I miss my life which was | Clumsines there is an indication that Covid19 is
» Manner :
full of germs S not a matter of germs only. It is an
indirect reference to another fact about
the source of Covid19.
Becausg of quaranting, my The psychological state through
father is angry with me . . .
.~ | Conceptua Covidl9 with its  unfavorable
because of my low grades in: . . . oy .
: I surprise | Quantity | consequences is dealt with in a comic
secondary school, and in fact o .
o way because it is just the tip of the
| graduated from university .
» iceberg.
three years ago”.
“Everything that had been . The indirect rejection of the Chinese-
. Deceitful ; - L
brought from China behavior | Manner made goods in addition to indirect
imitated unless  Covid19 accusation of China of this crisis is
which is original” combined in this joke.
Social distancing including  kiss
“A kiss was a sign of prevention captures the concentration
intimacy, during covid19; it is Irony Quality | of criticism. It is a reference to other
an announcement of war!” matters which might be two edged
sword in human being life.
On the surface, it seems like a comic
“In 8 weeks, 88% of blonds | Malicious reference to women’s obsession with
will disappear from the | pleasure | Manner | beauty, but in substance, it may target
world”. other fake phenomena that will be
blown the lid off because of Covid19.
“I have the most loving wife. Is it the controversial relation between
Last night I woke up while , husband and wife that is targeted, or it
. ) Misunders . .
she was holding a pillow tandin Manner | is another way of warning from the
tightly over my head g hidden threat in the prevention actions
protect me from covid19” from Covid19 ?
In this metaphorical statement the last
. . . month in 2020 is an indication of the
December 2020 is saying: . - .
. - continuous crisis with an unknown
merry crisis and happy new | Parody Manner . L :
solution. The pessimistic sense prevails
fear’”. . SR .
in the societies in general without
distinction.
In March 2020, the World Health
Organization
(WHO) announced that the Covid19
“Q: who declared coronavirus outbreak had become a pandemic. The
as a pandemic? PUN Manner focus on this morphological strategy
Answer:  WHO  declared escapes the simple entertainment,
corona as a pandemic”. tacitly, it is discerned that who made
covidl9 and on which basis it is
declared as a pandemic is needed to
know.
A
f
yLN [N
\/{671\47
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“They say ‘don’t’ hang out
with more than 10 people’ Repartee The hypocrisy of social relations is
B- < I do not even like 10 P Manner | focused on clearly by the sayings of
people’” Covid19.
“If you have Covid19 do not
go to a hospital, instead, go to : The hidden evil has a proportion in the
) Repulsive . ) . .
all those who hurt you; hug . Manner | joke. It is worth noting that crises are a
. . Behavior . . X
them and kiss them as a sign fruitful environment for crimes.
of forgiveness”.
. . . By using metaphor strategy, it is an
Every one wiping everythln.g implied confirmation that the real
down worrying about this L .
) A - threat to human being is not Convid19
virus, try wiping hatred and | Rigidity | Manner .
. but other matters that might have
jealousy out of your heart. It M )
! o, contributions to the existence of
1s a real virus”. .
Covid19.
How human being is weak, helpless
and a means of harm just like the
“During covidl19, we become Self- cockroach. A large amount of
like a cockroach, everyone | Deprecati | Manner | humorous sayings about Covid19
sprinkles us with sterilizer”. on involves concentrating on the negative
aspects of the speaker’s personality,
actions, ideas, and attitudes.
“Do they have masks for two . Social attitudes are focused on by the
” Wit Manner . .
faced people yet? sayings of Covid19.

3.2. Discussions of the Results

e It is truism that the sources of
the jokes above are unknown
since some humorous
utterances are of relevance to
fuel conflicts and to undermine
respect for the law and social
traditions.

o With its ambiguity, great deals
of the sayings about Covidl9
flout the maxim of manner.
Humor has long been a
mystery. It was a dangerous
phenomenon; a sensitive and
dangerous situation like
Covidl9 and targeting social
and ethnic issues need to be
premised on ambiguity.
Ambiguity makes it easy to
trade among the various groups

B
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of society without restriction or
reservation.

e All sayings are centered on
Covid19 and its consequences
on the social, ethnic, and
economic levels, thus, the
maxim of relation seems to be
less flouted among the other
Grice’s maxims.

e The issues involved in these
sayings are not attributed to the
existence of Covidl9 since

these issues with all their
shortcomings are  already
existed.

4.Conclusion

Just as it is adduced that Covid19 is
a pandemic with no limitations that
control the choices of its victims,
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humorous sayings of Covid19 includes
diversified issues  that  cause
widespread controversy in society. In
other words, the sayings of Covid19
target all issues and many groups of
people. This indicates that every issue
might be criticized with skillful
humorous utterance in accordance with
the prominent aspect of that issue.
It is underscored that these humorous
sayings pivot on entertainment but
there is the encompassment of raising
the public’s awareness of some
mysteries. Virtually, humor in these
sayings is a means to an end, thus, in
addition to entertainment and criticism;
those ends could be teaching and
awareness-raising.
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