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Abstract

This study examines performative actions through discourse that achieve
its communicative opportunity by applying an applied model, namely the
commandment of Umama bint Al-Harith Al-Shaibaniyyah’s to her
daughter Umm lyas. It is a pragmatic linguistic study based on tracing the
intentions of the sender starting from the speech structures and their
actual value, and studying the impact of communicative contexts on the
production and interpretation of utterances.

The study explored the structural, semantic, and pragmatic
conditions by which this text attempted to be acceptable and successful in
its context. It also explored the discourse strategies and techniques that it
employs to achieve its purposes, and the performative functions of the
speech acts represented in it. It also also explored the sources of the
performative energy that this discourse has, and the pragmatic functions
performed by the referential structure in the text through the duality of
the presence and absence of the refrential elements most prevalent in it.
Finally, it explored the idea of the communicative opportunity and the
impact of the discourse as was manifested in the studied text.

The study highlights the significance of the first-glance strategies
in the opening part of the text and its pivotal role in paving the way for
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fleshing out the list of orders, prohibitions, directions, and dictations in
this kind of commandments. The study also shows that studying speech
acts through their different contexts is a crucial key to account for the
processes associated with linguistic performance.

Keywords: Performative functions, Pragmatics, Communicative
Opportunity, Discourse.
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